
IB External Assessment:
Comparative Study

The task 

Identify, select and research each of the following task components and present your 
discoveries as a recorded multimedia comparative study. 

1. One area of film focus. 

2. Two films for comparison from within the chosen area of film focus, one of which 
   originates from a contrasting time (historical) or space (geographical) to your own 
   personal context, and the other film identified for comparison must arise from a 
   contrasting cultural context to the first film. You must select films that you have 
   not previously studied in depth. The selected films cannot come from the prescribed 
   list of film texts provided for the textual analysis assessment task and, once 
   selected, you cannot use the films for any other assessment task for the DP film 
   course or the extended essay. 

3. A clearly defined topic for a recorded multimedia comparative study, which links both 
   the selected films and the identified area of film focus. You must provide a strong 
   justification for the choice of task components as part of the recorded multimedia 
   comparative study. This includes your justification for how the films arise from 
   contrasting cultural contexts. 



Key terminology 

Task components 
For this task, you must select an area of film focus that 
interests and excites you from one of the following. 

 • Film movements (such as French New Wave, German 
   expressionism, Third Cinema, and so on) 
 • Film genre and film style (such as film noir, romantic 
   comedy, science fiction, Western, and so on) 
 • Film theory (such as auteur theory, feminism, Marxist 
   film theory, and so on) 

 



The process

Inquiry 
• Each student carries out broad research, using both primary and 
  secondary sources, in order to investigate possible areas of film 
  focus and films for comparison from within the areas of film focus, 
  using materials from a range of sources, including original films, 
  critiques, publications and other media. 
• Each student decides the selection of the task components, which 
  includes a clearly defined topic for the comparative study (which in 
  most cases is likely to be expressed in the form of a research 
  question). Each student defines the cultural context of the selected 
  films and justifies why these task components were chosen for the 
  comparative study. 
• Each student undergoes a process of comparing and contrasting their 
  selected films (and carrying out further focused research into the 
  task components) in order to deepen their understanding of each film. 
  It is likely that the student will consider the ways in which film 
  elements work together to convey meaning in their analysis of how the 
  selected films compare and contrast. 



IB Command Term

Compare and contrast:  

Give an account of similarities and differences between 
two (or more) items or situations, referring to both 
(all) of them throughout. 



The process

Action 
• Each student assembles their findings, developing a personal 
  and critically reflective perspective, and identifies and 
  gathers appropriate audio-visual material to support the 
  study. 
• As a result of the inquiry and action processes outlined 
  above, each student prepares a recorded multimedia comparative 
  study (10 minutes maximum) for submission, ensuring a balance 
  between visual and spoken elements, while making clear 
  reference to their sources as on-screen citations. The primary 
  weight of evidence for the study should be selected from the 
  two chosen films, which should be given equal consideration. 



The process

Reflection 

• Students reflect on the learning undertaken in this 
  task, and review and refine their comparative study 
  ahead of submission. 



What you submit for assessment:

a. A recorded multimedia comparative study (10 minutes 
   maximum). 

b. A list of all sources used.



What the examiner is looking for 

Task components 
12 marks 

For assessment, you need to: 
 • demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 
   components selected for study (the area of film focus, 
   the two films and the topic), which includes the 
   cultural context of the selected films and your 
   justification of why you chose these task components 
   for the comparative study 
 • support your work with a suitable range of relevant 
   sources. 



Examples of possible task components 



Key terminology 

Cultural context 
For this assessment task, “cultural context” involves consideration of 
some of the following factors, some of which may be blended (such as 
socio-economic factors):

 • Economic (ex. the economic classes and issues explored within a 
   film’s narrative) 
 • Geographical (ex. the geographical location of a film’s origin) 
 • Historical (ex. the period in time in which a film was created)
 • Institutional (ex. the production, distribution and exhibition 
   factors involved for a film) 
 • Political (ex. a film that attempts to persuade, subvert or create a
   political effect) 
 • Social (ex. the communities, identities or issues represented in a 
   film) 
 • Technological (ex. the tools, products and methods used to create a 
   film) 



What the examiner is looking for 

Comparing and contrasting 
12 marks 

For assessment, you need to: 
 • compare and contrast the selected films, making links 
   to the chosen topic 
 • support the work with accurate film vocabulary. 



What the examiner is looking for 

Assembling the comparative study 
8 marks 

For assessment, you need to: 
 • assemble the comparative study in a clear, logical, 
   audible and visually appropriate manner 
 • provide an equal treatment of the two films you’ve 
   selected for study. 



Formatting your work 

 • The comparative study must contain a recording of your voice throughout, 
   introducing the study and justifying the chosen topic and selected films, as 
   well as providing the commentary for the main body of the work. 
 • You must not appear on screen at any time. 
 • On-screen text, keynote slides, still images, animations, audio recordings and 
   carefully selected and relevant clips from the selected films are all permitted 
   within the comparative study, where appropriate. 
 • The primary weight of audio-visual material must come from the two chosen films 
   and your recorded voice (film clips should directly match the point being made 
   by your recorded commentary). 
 • The comparative study must begin with a 10-second black slate (included in the 
   total time limit) that clearly states the chosen task components using on-
   screen text. Your recorded commentary, which begins simultaneously with the 
   black slate) should address the justification of these task components. 
 • You should adopt a formal, academic register. You may speak in the first 
   person, as appropriate, and present your own personal opinion and perspective 
   as a film student. 
 • Your recorded voiceover must be clear and audible, and any text used must be 
   legible when viewed on screen. 



Recorded commentary 

The comparative study must contain a recording of the student’s 
voice throughout, introducing the study and justifying the 
chosen topic and selected films, as well as providing the 
commentary for the main body of the work. This voiced commentary 
may be recorded numerous times until the student is happy with 
the material. Students may also, if they choose, use a 
pre-written script (which must be the student’s own work) to be 
read, recorded and edited into the comparative study. They may 
also include breaks in their recorded commentary to enable other 
audio-visual material included in the study to be clearly heard, 
and likewise should reduce the volume of audio-visual material 
during the recorded commentary to ensure it is entirely audible. 



Academic honesty 

All sources must be acknowledged following the protocol 
of the referencing style chosen by your school. If you 
use work, ideas or images belonging to another person, 
this source must be acknowledged as an in-text citation.



Rubric   A: Task components
Excellent Good Adequate Limited  

10-12 7-9 4-6 1-3 0
The student provides a 
credible and persuasive 
justification for the 
choice of task 
components. 
 

The student provides a 
coherent and logical 
justification for the 
choice of task 
components. 
 

The student provides a 
justification for the 
choice of task 
components but this is 
underdeveloped. 
 

The student provides 
little or no 
justification for the 
choice of the task 
components. 
 

The work does not reach 
a standard described by 
the descriptors. 
 

The student 
demonstrates an 
effective and highly 
appropriate knowledge 
and understanding of 
the identified task 
components and the 
cultural context of the 
two selected films. 
 

The student 
demonstrates a clear 
and appropriate 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
identified task 
components and the 
cultural context of the 
two selected films. 
 

The student 
demonstrates some 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
identified task 
components and the 
cultural context of the 
two selected films. 
 

The student 
demonstrates little or 
no knowledge and 
understanding of the 
identified task 
components and the 
cultural context of the 
selected films. 
 

The work does not reach 
a standard described by 
the descriptors. 
 

The student references 
an effective range of 
sources that are highly 
appropriate, adding to 
the critical 
perspectives explored 
in the work. 
 

The student references 
a suitable range of 
sources that are 
appropriate and 
relevant to the work. 
 

The student references 
some sources that are 
mostly relevant or 
appropriate to the 
work, but these are 
limited. 
 

The student does not 
reference sources that 
are relevant or 
appropriate to the 
work. 
 

The work does not reach 
a standard described by 
the descriptors. 
 

Compelling 
Honed 
Insightful 
Mature 
Sophisticated 
 

Competent 
Balanced 
Proficient 
Relevant 
Thoughtful 

Acceptable 
Reasonable 
Standard 
Sufficient 
Suitable 
 

Basic 
Incomplete 
Ineffective 
Rudimentary 
Superficial 

 



Rubric   B: Comparing and contrasting

Excellent Good Adequate Limited  
10-12 7-9 4-6 1-3 0

The student 
effectively analyses 
how the two films 
connect to each other 
and to the chosen 
topic, providing 
insightful, accurate 
and relevant 
observations 
regarding 
similarities and 
differences. 
 

The student 
successfully explains 
how the two films 
connect to each other 
and to the chosen 
topic, making 
accurate and relevant 
observations 
regarding 
similarities and 
differences. 
. 

The student 
adequately outlines 
how the two films 
connect to each other 
and to the chosen 
topic, making 
accurate observations 
regarding 
similarities and 
differences, but this 
work is 
underdeveloped. 
 

The student lists 
ways in which the two 
films connect to each 
other and to the 
chosen topic, making 
superficial 
observations 
regarding 
similarities and 
differences that are 
inaccurate, 
irrelevant or 
incoherent. 
 

The work does not 
reach a standard 
described by the 
descriptors. 
 

The comparative study 
is consistently and 
effectively supported 
with accurate film 
vocabulary. 
 

The comparative study 
is well supported 
with appropriate and 
accurate film 
vocabulary. 
 

The comparative study 
contains some 
accurate film 
vocabulary, but this 
is underdeveloped. 
 

The comparative study 
contains little or no 
accurate film 
vocabulary. 
 

The work does not 
reach a standard 
described by the 
descriptors. 
 

Compelling 
Honed 
Insightful 
Mature 
Sophisticated 
 

Competent 
Balanced 
Proficient 
Relevant 
Thoughtful 

Acceptable 
Reasonable 
Standard 
Sufficient 
Suitable 
 

Basic 
Incomplete 
Ineffective 
Rudimentary 
Superficial 

 



Rubric   C:  Assembling the comparative study
Excellent Good Adequate Limited  

7-8 5-6 3-4 1-2 0
The comparative study 
is logical and 
effectively organized, 
conveying information 
audibly and in a 
visually appropriate 
manner. It is 
substantiated by 
relevant and 
meaningful visuals and 
examples that are 
effectively and 
explicitly linked to 
the topic being 
discussed. 
 

The comparative study 
has been assembled to 
follow a clear and 
coherent structure. It 
conveys information 
audibly and with 
supporting visuals and 
examples that are 
mostly appropriate and 
meaningful, with some 
clear links to the 
topic being discussed. 
 

The comparative study 
has been constructed 
with some attempt to 
logically convey 
information. It is 
audible and makes 
adequate use of 
supporting visuals. 
 

The comparative study 
is constructed with 
little or no 
consideration of how 
to logically convey 
information. The work 
is limited, both in 
terms of audibility 
and supporting 
visuals. 
 

The work does not 
reach a standard 
described by the 
descriptors. 
 

The student gives 
equal consideration to 
the two films 
throughout the 
comparative study. 
 

The student gives 
fairly balanced 
consideration to the 
two films throughout 
the comparative study. 
 

The student generally 
gives more 
consideration to one 
of the films in 
particular during the 
comparative study. 
 

The student focuses on 
one film in particular 
throughout the 
comparative study. 
 

The work does not 
reach a standard 
described by the 
descriptors. 
 

Compelling 
Honed 
Insightful 
Mature 
Sophisticated 
 

Competent 
Balanced 
Proficient 
Relevant 
Thoughtful 

Acceptable 
Reasonable 
Standard 
Suitable 
Sufficient 
Typical 

Basic 
Incomplete 
Ineffective 
Rudimentary 
Superficial 

 


